Cory - Merrill Neighborhood Association
Minutes
Wednesday, April 6, 2011
7:00 p.m. at the Kirk of the Bonnie Brae

Arizona and Steele

7:00 p.m.
Call to Order (Sign in on Sheet at Entry)



(Attendance and Quorum)
7:05 p.m. 
Treasury Report & Web Page Update (in absentia)—Dan Chapman


Dan read an e-mail report from Markus that indicated that the treasury had a starting balance as of April 6 of $2,743.79.  He also reported that the website had been visited 88 times in the previous month.
7:15 p.m.
Newsletter Update and Plans for May Edition – Scott Takeda


Scott gave update on newsletter.  Will be transitioning to new editor and staff.  On target to deliver by weekend of May 7th.  George Mayl says we are adding three advertisers.  



Cathy McGovern talked about Ben’s Bonnie Brae pharmacy.  Her husband is Ben who is a pharmacist.  She talked about growing up and going to the corner drug store across the street.  She is trying to create a friendly, warm, hands-on pharmacy and drug store.  
7:35 p.m.
Communications – Scott Takeda  - NO REPORT.


Peg Williams talked about her idea to connect the neighborhood.  She has a website with community calendar, web forum, classified ads.  This is visible only to the neighborhood. Can share information about roofers, sell kids old soccer equipment, lost dog.  She sells ads and make about $20K a year.  Of the 1400 homes, she has 900 members online.  



George Mayl reported that INC will be launching its own website in May.  Can link to all the RNO’s throughout Denver.  

7:50 p.m.
Historic Preservation Survey – Don Tressler



Don said the Historic Society wanting to do a survey of Denver’s historic homes.  The goal is to evaluate which homes are historic and get landmark designation (or have areas have a Historic District designation).  This will save Historic Homes.  He said there are pluses and minuses to the implementation of the idea.  PLUSES – Longer lead time that owners will know that their home is historic – giving them time to protest or support the designation.  (It removes the past issues of owners learning this at the time of sale.)  Group discussed.  Don said he’d like to see the threshold raised to building getting historic designation.  Joe Socalowski made a motion for CMNA to send a letter to the Historic Society in support the effort. Dan seconded. Passed without opposition.
7:48 p.m.
INC Update:  Proposed Zoning Regulations Regarding FPAs 


Don introduced the issue.  Said you can have chickens/ducks (max 8) or goats (max 2), but getting a permit is cumbersome.  Don’t need a permit for dogs or cats – that’s considered “Use By Right.”  The new regulation would turn chicken or goats into a “Use By Right.”  Don said that some rules and regulations allow for certain distance requirements as well as animals-per-square feet.  


George said the new ordinance eliminates a neighborhood’s ability to voice support or objections to goats or chickens next door.  George said INC is looking at more restrictive regulations (specifically increasing the 1 chicken per square foot living space rule to 1 chicken per four square feet rule.  She said the chicken experts, Humane Society suggest the increased space.  He said that Portland and Seattle have more restrictive distances that the coop needs to be from another structure.  Denver is asking for 10 feet.  George said INC suggests a greater distance.  George said let’s make it humane for the animals.  INC will vote on this Saturday morning and send it to the city.  Group discussed.  


Dan gave supporters viewpoint that it was too restrictive.  Said there is a whole body of supporters part of the sustainable food movement, and it works quite well in other cities like Portland and Seattle.  


Dan made a motion to convey to the INC and Charlie Brown that we oppose changing the regulations, keeping things as-is.  Janice seconded.  Group voted 12-0.  Dan made a motion to convey to the INC and Charlie Brown that we support the INC’s more restrictive distances.  George seconded.  Passed 16-0.


Dan said that he will give Charlie Brown the vote from the meeting and Don and George will deliver the information to the INC.
8:26 p.m.
Other Business


BOA Decision on Case 6-11 (1601 S. Elizabeth) 



Dan said that BOA will require a change to the garage at 1601 South Elizabeth.  They have delayed enforcement for four months.  The owners have been notified and have until July to make the changes.  

Next Meeting Date – May 4, 2011 (Brief planning meeting)
Don said City Councilmember Carla Madison passed away of cancer.  Don made a motion to make a $75 donation to a charity of the family’s choice.  Lisa seconded.  Passed.
Kirk of Bonnie Brae will have volunteers help clean up yards on Saturday May 21st.

8:39 p.m. 
Meeting Adjourned
