Cory-Merrill Neighborhood Association
Agenda for Wednesday, September 1, 2010

7:00pm at the Kirk of the Bonnie Brae

7:03pm      
Call to Order – Attendance and Quorum present.

7:05pm       
Treasury Report and Recap of CMNA Neighborhood Picnic 

Markus Thamm reported the financials.  Dan gave report on neighborhood picnic including 150 attendees.  Dan gave credit to the sponsors (including Safeway, Sonny’s Rocks, and Bonnie Brae Ice Cream).  We collected $266 dollars.  Dan moved to split the donations with Kirk of Bonnie Brae.  Jay seconded.  Passed by unanimous vote.  Dan gave credit to board members for their help in the party for set up, running the party, and getting sponsors.  Dan thanked the Kirk of Bonnie Brae for helping to host and for setting up the Children’s area.

7:12      
Website update – Markus Thamm  

Markus reported 69 visits for July – down 17-percent.  August had 107 visits – up 56 percent.  He attributed the increase to the neighborhood picnic.   He said the site is up to date with minutes and newsletters.

Dan brought up new business.  Julia Shepherd, principal of Cory Elementary has asked to find a crossing guard.

7:14        
Communications - Scott Takeda

Dan reported that we had two applicants for the newsletter and another writer who lives outside the neighborhood.  Board tabled discussion to later in the meeting.

7:18       
Continuation of Discussion of BOA Case 07-110 -1085 Garfield St. (Action Items) -- Don Tressler, CMNA Zoning Director   

Don gave a background that CMNA had held a hearing at the August meeting and decided to rehear it in this meeting.  He said the property is being used to house vacation renters.  The city has filed a cease-and-desist order that the city will review and make a final decision whether to allow short-term rentals at this property.   Owner Mike Carroll discussed his appeal to the board of adjustment for his vacation rental in Cory Merrill.  Mike expressed financial hardship for the need to have it as a vacation rental.  He challenged August testimony that neighbors have called the police to report noise violations.  He challenged the interpretation of the code, saying vacation rentals were allowed.  He said that vacation rentals were a great fit for Cory Merrill.  He said he’s gotten no complaints from neighbors for noise, trash, or belligerent behavior from the renters.  He said that his renters are upscale people.  He said the house is for sale.  

Nearby neighbors gave testimony on the property: seven neighbors said the property was a weekly nuisance, and they wanted the vacation rental designation removed; one couple said they lived behind it and didn’t notice any problems. 

One other resident (not on the block) gave testimony, asking Mike why he wouldn’t go with the wishes of the nearby neighbors and rent the house to month-to-month renters which is allowed by zoning.  Mike refused to answer, and his wife said they have a different interpretation of the zoning laws, which would be answered in a legal challenge. 

Another Cory Merrill resident (not on the block) asked the Carrolls if there was any criteria they followed to screen their renters besides their ability to pay.  Mrs. Carroll said there was a form that all potential renters needed to fill out, but failed to give details of the kinds of questions on that form and how they used those answers to determine their suitability.  The same resident asked how they market their home to vacation renters.  Mrs. Carroll testified that they use several commercial websites including VRBO.com (Vacation Rentals By Owner.)

Don asked Mike and his wife if they get more income from vacation rentals rather than month-to-month rentals.  Mrs. Carroll refused to answer, challenging the CMNA for wanting to see their financial records.  Don responded saying that Mike had testified to financial hardship, so the question was appropriate.  Scott reported that his notes from the August meeting showed that Mike had testified that he and his wife receive more money by renting their home to vacation renters.  

Cory Merrill resident Kent Olsen testified to his questioning of Mike at the August meeting.  Kent said based on Mike’s answers at the time (detailing the length of stay, the numbers of people in each party, the lack of vacancy, and the turnover), that he feels the Carrolls are running a hotel in a low-density residential setting.   

Board members discussed the issue, questioning why there is no For Sale sign in the yard, the pricing of their home, and if they are actually in the business of turning properties into vacation rentals because they own other properties in the city, all of them vacation rentals – one within our council district that is also under a cease-and-desist from that neighborhood.  Mrs. Carroll responded that it was inappropriate for CMNA to question their real estate expertise.

George made a motion to oppose Mike Carroll’s request for a variance to the code to allow his property to be used as a vacation rental.  Kent seconded on the grounds that allowing it would set a precedent within Denver.  Board approved unanimously 8-0.  Residents approved 11-4.  No abstentions.  Motion passed 19-4 with the Carroll’s and the neighbors behind their property opposing.

8:00        
Newsletter Update: Discussion of New Procedures and Personnel related to writing and editing the Cory Merrill Newsletter -- Scott Takeda and Dan Chapman  

Dan gave background on why CMNA is looking for a new editor and our goal to maintain the quality of the newsletter as well as our distribution.   Dan said that and editing candidate and a writing candidate want compensation to take the positions.  One of them lives outside of the neighborhood so would be ineligible to serve on the board.  Dan suggested creating a steering advisory group to discuss the future of the newsletter and set policy and personnel for the newsletter.  Markus, Don and Scott will serve with Dan.  Scott will contact a potential candidate and start the process.  

8:25          Other Business: Agenda Items for October Meeting: New Board Members; and Other Concerns

Dan made a motion to give $50 to Bonnie Brae Ice Cream’s childhood diabetes cause.  Don seconded.  Passed unanimously.  

Group discussed obstructions in alleys in 1100 Block between Columbine and Josephine.  Carol from Charlie Brown’s office talked about neighborhood cleanup programs where the city will help out.  Group also discussed sidewalk repair.

8:41         Meeting Adjourned

