Cory - Merrill Neighborhood Association

General Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, May 19, 2010
7:00 p.m. at the Kirk of the Bonnie Brae

Arizona and Steele

7:00 p.m.
Dan called meeting to order (Sign in on Sheet at Entry).

7:05 p.m.
Welcome and Overview



Dan Chapman, President, Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association.  Dan introduced himself and the board.  Dan also announced a joint event with the Kirk of Bonnie Brae on August 21st.  It will be a neighborhood block party.  He asked for volunteers.  He introduced Tara Drummond with the US Census.  She asked neighbors to help provide information.  Dan introduced Kent Olsen who talked about our neighborhood inspector who has been helpful in removing commercial signage on properties.  Dan asked for volunteers to join as board members to fill in the two openings.  Dan introduced Pastor Mark Sirnic, Kirk of the Bonnie Brae.  Mark welcomed people and encouraged people to volunteer with the neighborhood block party.  He said he was delighted that the church could be of service to the neighborhood.
7:10 p.m.
Legislative Update



Charlie Brown, Denver City Council District 6.  Charlie talked about his tomatoes.  He has lots of Russian tomato plants.  He said he gets a lot of calls about medical marijuana.  He said last year, the city was not prepared for this fast growing business.  He said that it is part of Amendment 22 that passed 10 years ago – and is in the state constitution. He said that 66-percent of the voters in District 6 voted for the Amendment.  He said initially it was not taxed or regulated in the city.  The city council passed regulations in January.  He said it will continue to be an issue for a long time.  There are more than 200 dispensaries in Denver – three in District 6.  He said dispensaries now need to be licensed and will be taxed.  The law said that money needs to be in safes and cameras need to be on the premise.  He said he has switched positions on the issue: he was initially against all marijuana; now that he has chronic pain, he has heard stories from others in pain who have gotten relief.  He also said that he wants to make sure that the product is grown locally and not purchased from Mexico.



Carol Boigon, Denver City Council At Large.  She continued the discussion on regulating medical marijuana.  She said it’s a complicated issue including where they can be located.  She talked about the cuts made in school funding.  She is concerned about Denver and Colorado’s commitment to public education.  We are currently $2,000 below the national average before the most recent cuts.  We are near the bottom of the 50-states in education.  With these cuts, we may fall below Mississippi.  She emphasized that people be aware of this issue.  Quality of public education affects industry and the ability to attract businesses to relocate to the state and create jobs.  She feels we need to have an honest discussion about the so-called “Do More With Less” philosophy.  The reality is you get less with less.



State Representative Lois Court.  She addressed the fiscal mess that Colorado is in.  She said that on average, every dollar of taxes paid, 71 goes to federal government dollar, 15 cents go to local, and 14 cents go to state.  We are one of the richest states in personal wealth, but one of the lowest in paying taxes.  She said one of the reasons they are so low, the state cut taxes in the 90’s when times were good.  The economy changed, and the TABOR amendment has kept the legislature from determining how to fund the critical needs in the state.  She said this is not what people want.  She said the people in Colorado need to decide whether or not a robust educational system.  In 2011, there will be questions on the ballot.  We can not do more with less permanently.  We are doing less with less.  She warned people to vote against Amendment 60, 61 and Proposition 101.  

7:57 p.m.
State of the Schools



Julia Shepherd, Principal, Cory Elementary School



Lee Gibson, Representative, Merrill Middle School (invited)



Stephen Wera, Principal, South High School (invited)



Julia gave an update on the Beacon Campus Grant allowing.  She said we have 67 kids from Cory Merrill neighborhood signing up for Kindergarten.  This is the most ever.  She said that all kids from the neighborhood will be accepted.  She said this summer, they will be installing all new windows and lights.  All of the staff is retained for next year.  She thanked the neighborhood for their support.  

Lee said that Merrill has shown the most test score growth of all Middle Schools in DPS.  Merrill has 500 students, and its population is slowly growing.  Merrill still has a large international program.  Roughly a third of the 60 Cory graduates will be attending Merrill – the largest percentage.  These are the largest numbers they’ve had in a long time.  She said that Merrill will have low teacher turnover.  

Stephen introduced himself – he’s the new principal at South High School.  South has 1400 students, which is growing numbers.  Denver Post will be following 9th graders in a “Day In The Life” series.  South has a large number of international students.  He said that Michelle Obama visited, and that got a lot of news coverage.  South has all the Advance Placement classes.  267 graduates in 2010.  257 applied to at least one college – 248 were admitted.  Five never applied.  Over the years, 90-percent have gotten scholarships.  Steven said that South is a great option for neighborhood schools.    It is the safest school in Denver.  And there is no teacher turnover.  Getting a new field at South High School, and a new cafeteria floor and fire sprinkler system.  

8:16 p.m.
Public Safety Safety Update


Commander Kris Kroncke, Denver Police District 3


Cari Jimenez, Public Safety Officer


Kris said the city is seeing a lot of theft from motor vehicles.  In the past, they would steal the stereo; now they are grabbing the GPS unit or the laptop.  He said in District 3, he’s seeing a pattern of people breaking into cars in one area, then wait a few weeks; then they’ll hit another area.  He said more than 60-percent of burglaries were without force.  He said the DU robber was caught after more than 10-thousand hours of police work.  He was sentenced to 60 years.  He was caught because he focused on stealing Apple computers and was shipping goods stolen from DU students to the east coast.  He said that burglaries are going to go up with the warmer months because doors and windows will be open.  He said keep your eyes open.  Cari said that burglars scout out houses by ringing the door to see if anyone is open; so you don’t have to answer the door, just let them know you are home.  


She said that you can download crime stats at denvergov.org.  She recommended calling the crime analyst at District 3.  She emphasized keeping valuables out of sight.  Tuck them under the seat or in the trunk.  She recommends not keeping your personal information in the vehicle.  She said keep it in your wallet.  If you don’t feel comfortable removing the registration, you can black the address with a permanent marker.  She offered to help out with neighborhood watch or even a personal house safety inspection.  


Kris said a crime trend is vehicle break-ins around Wash Park at nighttime in residences.  Another trend is vehicle break-ins during the daytime around businesses and parks.

8:40 p.m.
Zoning Code Update

Don Tressler, Cory Merrill Board Member

Don said the city council is scheduled to approve the zoning code update on June 21st.  Don said the residential areas have not changed much.  He said that solar access is the same as the current code.  He expressed concern about “campus zoning” for the Archdiocese.  He said the current new zoning would allow a building that could be 600-feet tall (50 stories).  Don said that that would be unrealistic, however we could expect a 10-story highrise, and that would not “protect the native character of a neighborhood” which is one of the goals of the new zoning code.  He said he hoped that we could continue to work with the Archdiocese to find a solution.  He encouraged people to attend in the June meeting to talk about zoning.  He said there needs to be a neighborhood push to get an agreement.  

8:55 p.m.
CMNA/Kirk of Bonnie Brae August 21 Social Event




Dan Chapman



Mark Sirnic



The rain date will be August 28th.  Dan asked for volunteers to help organize and make it a success.  The goal is to connect the newer residents with the long time veterans.  

8:25 p.m.
Other Business:  Nomination of New Board Members



Next Meeting Date:  June 2.  Will be addressing zoning at the Archdiocese and traffic on Steele.
8:57 p.m.
Meeting Adjourned
 

