



Summary of Meeting



Cory Merrill Neighborhood Association





Wednesday, April 7, 2010





Kirk of Bonnie Brae

7:03 p.m. -- Call to Order/ Attendance


Vice President Don Tressler announced that there was a quorum present, with board members Morris, Straffon, and Takeda absent.  President Dan Chapman stated that the agenda would be taken up out of order to accommodate an issue brought forward by Cory Merrill resident Beth Ryan.

7:05 p.m. -- Board of Adjustment for Zoning Appeals Case No. 43-10

Ms. Beth Ryan, 1176 S. Monroe Street, discussed a zoning appeal application filed by the owner of a property adjacent to a property she owns on S. Garfield Street.  CMNA had been advised by the Board of Adjustment of an appeal of an order to discontinue maintaining a covered patio/pergola and brick wall built without permits 4 feet into the 5 foot south side setback in an R-1 zone at 1317 S. Garfield St.  Ms. Ryan inquired as to her rights under the appeal process and was told that the city inspector had filed the infraction and a hearing date had been set for April 27.  She was advised that she could file a letter of complaint with the BOA and could attend the hearing on April 27.  She was further advised by Mr. Tressler that the board could send a letter supporting her complaint if she wished to oppose the application for a variance.  A motion was made and seconded to send such a letter to the BOA, contingent upon her decision to pursue the complaint.  The motion passed unanimously with all who were present voting "aye". ( Note: as of this writing , Ms. Ryan was undecided about pursuing the complaint, and no letter has been sent by the board to date).

7:35 p.m. -- Treasurer's Report

Treasurer Markus Thamm reported a treasury balance of $1662.84

7:37 p.m. -- Website Update


Mr. Thamm reported 64 hits on the CMNA website, down 25 per cent from the previous month.

7:40 p.m. --Newsletter Update


Ms. Lori Allred reminded the board of the upcoming deadlines for the May newsletter:  
April 9 deadline for advertising; April 17 deadline for editorial/content, and; April 30 deadline for getting the newsletter to the printer.  George Mayl announced the acquisition of a new advertising account with the University of Denver.  Jay Reed said that delivery of the next newsletter is scheduled for the weekend of May 1-2.  Pastor Mark Sirnic of the Kirk of Bonnie Brae requested delivery of extra copies to the Kirk.  A motion was made and seconded to adopt the new advertising guidelines prepared and distributed by Scott Takeda:  Mr. Chapman moved to amend the motion  to change the spring edition from late April to May.  The motion as amended was adopted unanimously by all who were present. 

7:48 p.m. -- Communications Report


No communications report this month in the absence of Mr. Takeda. 
7:50 p.m. -- Discussion of CMNA Social Event

Mr. Chapman updated the board on the status of planning a possible summer social event to be co-hosted by the Kirk of Bonnie Brae.    He said that one planning meeting was held in March and that a proposal was being considered for a June block party on the block adjacent to the north of the Kirk.  He noted that the Kirk staff had volunteered to assist in the planning and preparation of the party, including children's events.  However, to date there have been no Cory Merrill volunteers for the event other than Mr. Chapman and Ms. Straffon.  Board members suggested that the event be moved back to August, perhaps to coincide with the start of school and that recruitment of volunteers take place at the May general meeting and through the May newsletter.  Pastor Mark Sirnic said that his volunteers were eager to start the planning process and suggested that two teams be formed:  one core group for event planning and a second larger group for event staffing.  Mr. Chapman said he would pursue these strategies with the proviso that if not enough volunteers were forthcoming, that it would  be incumbent on board members to join the planning effort.
812 p.m.-- Zoning Update


Don Tressler, CMNA zoning officer, updated the board on the status of the city's plan to rezone smaller lots, noting that this would mean changes to the side setbacks for some properties on Mississippi between University and Elizabeth Street.  In his opinion, this adjustment should not cause a problem.  He also sought the board's approval to arrange a meeting between representatives of the Pope John Paul Center, Councilman Brown's office, CMNA and city planning staff.  The purpose of the meeting would be to discuss the campus zoning status of Arch diocese property. He noted that there are 28 acres at the Pope John Paul Center that are not part of a planned unit development and that potentially could be used to construct a disproportionately tall building.  He said that the purpose of the meeting would be to discuss future building plans with the Archdiocese and to make city officials aware of how the new zoning code would apply to the Pope John Paul II Center.  A motion was made and seconded to support Mr. Tressler's plan and was passed unanimously by all who were present. 

8:40 p.m. -- Next Meeting Date/Adjournment

The next meeting was scheduled for May 5 and the general meeting was scheduled for May 19.  The meeting was adjourned
